Ballinger City Park Becomes One of

West Texas’ Finest Beauty Spots as
Ci tlzenshnp Joms in Developmen

N2 wa

Bpecial to Tha Beporter-News
BALLINGER, July 13.—By using
relief labor and contributions by
every civic organization, many busi-
ness firms and individuals, Ballinger
has developed since 1931 one of the
most beautiful parks in West Texas.

Through efforts of K. V. North-.

e Work was
men clear-

ington, city secretary,:
started in 0

ifg underbrush, Black jack d
riesiite from & ib-acre tract_he-
side mim creek near the cit 33
station. Many of the workers were
pal %ar cash_and given water bill
credits. .

In 1931 clearing and landscaping
were finished, water pipes laid,
roads graded and 25 petan trees

planted. A hundred other pecans
have been added since that time.

There is & natural growth of elm,
willow and hackberry ftrees and a
high bluff overlooking the park is
s particwlarly beautiful sight in
the spring, when it is covered by 2

| wealth of red buds and wild plum

blooms. A scenic driveway winds

‘along the top of the bluff, which-|-

is Jand owned by the Santa Fe Rail-
way company.
Work of developing the park bhas

.| been continued until the present,

with expenditure of $2,382.21 by the

| | city, including $800 used this year

for additional playground equip-
meht, which is the best in this sec-
tion.

Shrubs, lombardy poplars and
other irees have been planted and

interesting beds of cacti laid out.
rock |-
furnaces, i .

In 1932, using Trelief  labor,
curbing barbecue pits,
duteh ovens, rock tables and ben-

ches, rest reoms, g lighting system |-

and playground equipment were

added. The “Nook,” cne of the in-
teresting features of the park, has
been arranged in a ravine that for-

merly was unsightly with piles
dirt and gravel. It is easily adaptt
to a Japanese setting and is use
much for pnvate parties and pic
nics.

A Boy Sc_out; house located in th
park was purchased by the city las
spring and converied into a dwell-
ing ior fthe park keeper. Through
efforts of Bruce Creasy an attract-
ive building of natbive stone was
constructed for Camp Fire girls,
with all maferial and labor donated
by interested citizens.

The park has become s popular
meeting place for groups from all
patrts of Runnels and other counties,

as many as seven counties having

been Lknown to bhe represented at
once.

It is propesed soon to begin con-
struction of a swimming pool and
interest is being shown in construc-
tion of an outdoor theatre at the
foot. of the bluff overlooking the
park.
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